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FOR IMMEDIATE PUBLIC RELEASE: 

 

Texas Military Department Announces Deputy Adjutant 

General-Air Appointee 
 
AUSTIN, Texas (November 18, 2015) Maj. Gen. John F. Nichols, the Adjutant General of 

Texas, is pleased to announce Col. Dawn Ferrell, of Wichita Falls, has been named the Deputy 

Adjutant General-Air for the Texas Military Department, effective immediately, following the 

retirement of Maj. Gen. Kenneth W. Wisian.  

 

Gov. Greg Abbott made the appointment Friday, Nov. 13, 2015. Ferrell earned a bachelor's 

degree and master's degree from Midwestern State University and a doctorate degree from the 

University of North Texas. She joined the Texas Air National Guard (TXANG) in 1983, 

commissioning through the Air National Guard's Academy of Military Science in 1994.  

 

Since 2009, Ferrell has served as the Commander for the Mission Support Group of the 136th 

Airlift Wing for the TXANG based at the Naval Air Station Fort Worth Joint Reserve Base. In 

2013, she deployed to the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) Headquarters in Kabul, 

Afghanistan, serving in a joint North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) billet as Director of 

Plans and Logistics Operations, where she was responsible for strategic level oversight for 

logistics planning, sustainment and redeployment of United States and NATO forces for the 

ISAF mission. 

 

As the Deputy Adjutant General, Ferrell is the state’s senior Air Guard official appointed by the 

governor and serves as the principal advisor to the Adjutant General on all matters concerning 

the TXANG.   

 

The appointment follows the recent announcement regarding the retirement of Maj. Gen. 

Kenneth W. Wisian, Deputy Adjutant General-Air and Commander of the TXANG. Wisian is 

retiring with more than 32 years of service to the state and nation, including tours of duty in the 

Balkans, Iraq and Afghanistan. He now serves as director of the Coastal Protection division of 

the office of the Texas General Land Office. 
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Details regarding a change of responsibility and/or retirement ceremonies for the above 

individuals are forthcoming.  
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The mission of the Texas Military Department (TMD) is to provide the Governor and the President with ready and 

trained forces in support of the citizens of Texas and State and Federal civil/military authorities at home and 

abroad. 

 
The Texas Military Department is commanded by the Adjutant General of Texas, the state's senior military official 

appointed by the governor. The Texas Military Department includes the Texas Army National Guard (TXARNG), the 

Texas Air National Guard (TXANG), the Texas State Guard (TXSG) and the Domestic Operations Command 

(DOMOPS). 

 

For more information about the Texas Military Department visit our website at www.txmf.us. 


