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FOR IMMEDIATE PUBLIC RELEASE:

UPDATE: TMD Investigation into Migrant Drownings

AUSTIN, Texas (Jan. 14, 2024) — The Texas Military Department has continued a thorough
review of the circumstances surrounding the drowning of migrants in the Rio Grande. Claims of
Border Patrol requesting access to save distressed migrants are inaccurate.

Claims that TMD prevented Border Patrol from saving the lives of drowning migrants are wholly
inaccurate. At the time that Border Patrol requested access, the drownings had occurred, Mexican
Authorities were recovering the bodies, and Border Patrol expressed these facts to the TMD
personnel on site.

TMD Soldiers were in direct communication with Border Patrol on the evening of 12 January
when Border Patrol requested access to Shelby Park. Soldiers confirmed that when Border Patrol
requested access to the park they stated that Mexican Authorities had already recovered the bodies
of two drowned migrants.

Border Patrol specifically requested access to the park to secure two additional migrants that were
presumed to have traveled with the deceased, though had crossed to the boat ramp. Two migrants
were apprehended by TMD, with one turned over to DPS and the other transferred to EMS in
response to initial hypothermic conditions. Additionally, TMD remained engaged with lights,

night vision goggles, and thermals to ensure that no additional migrants were in the river or in
distress.
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The mission of the Texas Military Department (TMD) is to provide the Governor and the President with ready and



trained forces in support of the citizens of Texas and State and Federal civil/military authorities at home and abroad.

The Texas Military Department is commanded by the Adjutant General of Texas, the state's senior military official
appointed by the governor, and is comprised of the Olffice of State Administration (formerly the Olffice of the Executive
Director), the Texas Army National Guard (TXARNG), the Texas Air National Guard (TXANG) and the Texas State
Guard (TXSG).

For more information about the Texas Military Department, visit our Website at https://tmd.texas.gov.
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