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FOR IMMEDIATE PUBLIC RELEASE: 

Migrant Drownings near Eagle Pass

AUSTIN, Texas (Jan. 13, 2024) – The Texas Military Department is aware of a social media post 
concerning the drownings of three migrants.

TMD was contacted by Border Patrol at approximately 9 p.m. on Friday in reference to a migrant 
distress situation. TMD had a unit in the vicinity of the boat ramp and actively searched the river 
with lights and night vision goggles. No migrants were observed.

At approximately 9:45 p.m., TMD observed a group of Mexican authorities responding to an 
incident on the Mexico side of the river bank. TMD reported their observations back to Border 
Patrol, and they confirmed that the Mexican authorities required no additional assistance. At that 
time, TMD ceased search operations.

At no time did TMD security personnel along the river observe any distressed migrants, nor did 
TMD turn back any illegal immigrants from the US during this period. Also, at no point was TMD 
made aware of any bodies in the area of Shelby Park, nor was TMD made aware of any bodies 
being discovered on the U.S. side of the border regarding this situation.

TMD maintains water rescue equipment and actively works with local EMS to aid migrants 
needing medical care.
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The mission of the Texas Military Department (TMD) is to provide the Governor and the President with ready and 
trained forces in support of the citizens of Texas and State and Federal civil/military authorities at home and abroad. 

The Texas Military Department is commanded by the Adjutant General of Texas, the state's senior military official 
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Guard (TXSG). 

appointed by the governor, and is comprised of the Office of State Administration (formerly the Office of the Executive 
Director), the Texas Army National Guard (TXARNG), the Texas Air National Guard (TXANG) and the Texas State 
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