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MEDIA ADVISORY
Media wishing to cover the Hall of Honor Induction ceremony are welcome to do so Saturday, May 14, 2016
and must arrive no later than 9:40 a.m. to allow for parking and coordination.
Members of the media are required to coordinate coverage and RSVP no later than Friday, May 13, 2016, by
2 p.m. to the Texas Military Department State Public Affairs Office at 512-782-5620 or email at
ng.tx.txarng.mbx.pao@mail.mil.
Camp Mabry is accessed at the Maintenance Drive gate from 35th Street. Media will be required to show
credentials at the gate.

FOR IMMEDIATE PUBLIC RELEASE:

Rockwall resident to be inducted to Texas Military Hall of Honor
AUSTIN, Texas (May 11, 2016) – Texas Air National Guard retired Chief Master Sgt. Johnny
D. Jones, of Rockwall, will be inducted into the Texas Military Department’s Hall of Honor for
his extraordinary impact on the Texas Military, during a 10 a.m. ceremony at Camp Mabry in
Austin, May 14, 2016.
Jones served in the U.S. Air Force and the Texas Air National Guard for more than 38 years. He
enlisted into the Air Force as an aircraft loadmaster in November of 1969. Early in his career, he
crewed C-141 and C-130 missions in Vietnam for 18 months, compiling over 300 combat
missions with 575 combat flying hours, earning the Distinguished Flying Cross with Valor as a
young Airman 1st Class. He returned from Vietnam to serve as an instructor and evaluator
loadmaster where his efforts resulted in superior combat readiness and an outstanding safety
record.
Jones transferred to the Texas Air National Guard’s 136th Airlift Wing in 1978. Throughout his
tenure at the wing, he served in the 136th Aerial Port Squadron, 136th Airlift Control Flight and
the 181st Airlift Squadron. While the Aerial Port Squadron was activated during Operation
Desert Shield/Desert Storm, he and his crew shattered all previous Air Force records for tonnage
moved in a 24-hour period.
Jones served his state and nation both at home and abroad, improving the lives of thousands in
need.
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In 1988, Jones supported the aeromedical evacuation of the Corpus Christi State School during
Hurricane Gilbert and assisted in the emergency airlift of a 30-ton air conditioning cooling
tower, a type of load that had never been airlifted on a C-130 before. The following year, he led a
team to support Hurricane Hugo airlift operations to the U.S. Virgin Islands. His efforts resulted
in the rapid airlift and deployment of a hospital unit, medical supplies, food, water and
equipment.
In 2005, Jones deployed in support of Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom as the
superintendent of transportation for the logistics directorate of the combined Air headquarters.
There, he directed the airlift of over 105 tons of equipment increasing Air capabilities by 40
percent for Enduring Freedom's MQ-1 Predator strike mission.
Back home again, he served as the Deployed Aerial Port Superintendent for Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita relief efforts at Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base (Belle Chase), New Orleans and
Ellington Field in Houston, where his team set up a fully functioning aerial port to handle the
massive influx of aircraft delivering troops and supplies.
He was an active member of the Silver Eagles, an organization of 136th Airlift Wing tenured and
retired members who dedicate themselves to improving the quality of life for airman currently
serving.
Jones’ tireless efforts and devotion to the Texas Air National Guard and the state of Texas for
more than 38 years had a significant impact on the force that will undoubtedly continue far into
the future. His competence and outstanding contributions to the Texas National Guard reflect
great credit on the Texas Military Department and the state of Texas.
The Hall of Honor program was established in 1980 to recognize outstanding Texas Air, Army
and State Guard members. Since its inception, more than 95 members of the TMD have been
inducted. Jones’ picture and a narrative explaining his service will hang in the conference room
of the Brig. Gen. John C.L. Scribner Texas Military Forces Museum at Camp Mabry in Austin.
-30The mission of the Texas Military Department (TMD) is to provide the Governor and the President with ready and
trained forces in support of the citizens of Texas and State and Federal civil/military authorities at home and
abroad.
The Texas Military Department is commanded by the Adjutant General of Texas, the state's senior military official
appointed by the governor, and is comprised of the Texas Military Department (formerly the Adjutant General's
Department), the Texas Army National Guard (TXARNG), the Texas Air National Guard (TXANG), the Texas State Guard
(TXSG) and the Domestic Operations Command (DOMOPS).
For more information about the Texas Military Department visit our Website at https://tmd.texas.gov.
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