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FOR IMMEDIATE PUBLIC RELEASE: 

Houston Resident Promoted to Brigadier General 
 

HOUSTON (Sept. 30, 2015) – Col. Richard Noriega, Assistant Division Commander for 

Support of the 36th Infantry Division, Texas Army National Guard, was promoted to the rank of 

brigadier general during a ceremony on Sept. 26, 2015 in Houston. 

 

Deputy Adjutant General and Commander of the Texas Army National Guard, Maj. Gen. 

William “Len” Smith, promoted Noriega to the one-star rank in the shadow of the San Jacinto 

Monument with many friends, family members and colleagues present. 

 

After enlisting as a private in the Army Reserves, Noriega received his Army Commission in 

1984 through the University of Houston ROTC. 

 

Over the course of his military career, he has deployed to Afghanistan and along the Texas-

Mexico border during Operation Jump Start. He has also commanded units at the platoon, 

company, battalion and brigade levels, most recently serving as the commander of the 71st 

Theater Information Operations Group. He is now responsible for all support activity within the 

36th Infantry Division. 

 

On the civilian side, Noriega is the President and Chief Executive Officer of AVANCE, Inc., a 

non-profit organization that offers early childhood education, parenting and comprehensive 

family services to families. Noriega also served five terms representing District 145 in the Texas 

State House of Representatives from 1999 to 2009. 

 

During the ceremony, Noriega thanked the friends, family and his colleagues that were in 

attendance, and also recognized his 3rd grade teacher, who was also present for the promotion.    

 

Noriega, who was born and raised in Houston, said, “with this rank comes a responsibility to talk 

to young Soldiers and ensure they know that if they work really hard, they can have opportunity 

and achieve their dreams.” 

 

“He’s achieved a lot of things that we knew he’d be able to do, and he has strived to provide the 

best opportunity for those coming up behind him,” said Maj. Gen. Les Simpson, commanding 
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general of the 36th Infantry Division. “I appreciate your hard work in all you do, and look 

forward to serving with you over the years.” 

 

The event was family-focused with his mother, Tommie placing the new shoulder boards upon 

his uniform and his sons presenting him with traditional gifts: Ricky Noriega gave him with the 

signature general officer belt with brass buckle and Alex Noriega unfurled a red flag with a white 

star, symbolizing the new rank. 

 

I want to dedicate this day to the rock of our family, my mother, who celebrated her 84th 

birthday this week,” Noriega said. “My mother was the drill sergeant in the house, and she 

embraced it.  Mom, this day is for you.”   
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The mission of the Texas Military Forces (TXMF) is to provide the Governor and the President with ready and 

trained forces in support of the citizens of Texas and State and Federal civil/military authorities at home and 

abroad. 

 
The Texas Military Forces are commanded by the Adjutant General of Texas, the state's senior military official 

appointed by the governor, and is comprised of the Texas Military Department (formerly the Adjutant General's 

Department), the Texas Army National Guard (TXARNG), the Texas Air National Guard (TXANG), the Texas State 

Guard (TXSG) and the Domestic Operations Command (DOMOPS). 

 

For more information about the Texas Military Forces visit our Website at www.txmf.us. 


