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FOR IMMEDIATE PUBLIC RELEASE:

Update to Benefit Processes for Service Members and Retirees

CAMP MABRY, Texas (Nov. 26, 2013) — The Department of Defense (DOD) has approved a new
procedure for enrolling National Guard members and their dependents in benefits programs. The new
procedure essentially recognizes the conflict between the Texas Constitution and DOD policy mandating
the enrollment of same-gender dependent spouses in benefits programs. Under the new procedure, DOD
will provide federal personnel, funding, and the use of federal personnel systems to enroll all dependents,
including those in same-sex marriages, in benefits programs. This solution ensures that no Texas National
Guard personnel in a state status will violate the Texas Constitution.

“We look forward to having the ability to process the benefits our service members and their families are
entitled to,” said Lt. Col. Joanne MacGregor, the state public affairs officer.
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The mission of the Texas Military Forces (TXMF) is to provide the Governor and the President with ready and trained forces in
support of the citizens of Texas and State and Federal civil/military authorities at home and abroad.

The Texas Military Forces are commanded by the Adjutant General of Texas, the state's senior military official appointed by the
governor, and is comprised of the Texas Military Department (formerly the Adjutant General's Department), the Texas Army National
Guard (TXARNG), the Texas Air National Guard (TXANG), the Texas State Guard (TXSG) and the Domestic Operations Command
(DOMOPS).

For more information about the Texas Military Forces visit our Website at www.txmf.us.

Texas Military Forces Public Affairs Phone: 512-782-5620
P.O. Box 5218, Building 10 E-Mail: ng.tx.txarng.mbx.pao@mail.mil
Camp Mabry (Austin), Texas 78703 Web: www.txmf.us



mailto:ng.tx.txarng.mbx.pao@mail.mil

