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A Texas Army National 
Guard  Recruiter 
participates in 9-11 
remembrance 
ceremonies in small 
town Texas, where 
duty, pride and 
patriotism run deep.

"Rudder's Rangers" 
Secure Texas A&M  
From Forces of Evil.

The Corps of Cadets Army ROTC and 
dedicated Army National Guard troops 
execute the annual “Quad Assault” as a 
demonstration of light infantry and 
ranger tactics featuring simulated 
gunfire and pyrotechnics.

Photo Credit: Steve Johnson

Photo Credit: Steve Johnson

"Anything you can do, 
I can do better!"
This Lorena family adds a dose of Selfless 
Service to their sibling rivalry. Photo Credit: SSG Eric Strelsky



Family members Kassidi, Kody and Jacob, along with younger sister Naliegh (not 
pictured) are all TEXAS STRONG, TEXAS PROUD. 

Family in Lorena 
goes all-in.
REGION 2 - TEAM 8 - A family in Lorena, Texas  has definitely gone above and beyond, 
with not one, not two or three, but FOUR enlistments in the Texas Army National Guard. 
Brothers and sisters Kody Petty, Kassidi Petty and Jacob Matus are all newly enlisted 
members of the Texas Army National Guard and younger sister, Naliegh Alexander is 
soon to follow in their boot steps. 

Oldest brother, Jacob  just returned from BCT and AIT as a 15F aircraft electrician with SLRP. At 
23yrs old, and a graduate from Lorena HS, he is currently in his final year of his electric & 
computer engineering degree at Baylor university. Jacob was the first in his family to enlist 
into the service. "I was working 3 jobs just to pay tuition. Joining the Guard allowed 
me to spend more time on my studies and less time working to pay for school." His 
22 year old brother Kody, who is scheduled for OCS this October, enlisted with the 
SLRP, and is a recent graduate from Baylor University with a Bachelor of Arts degree. 
Also a Lorena HS alum, Kody plans to use the guard to finish his masters degree and 
wants to be a pilot in the guard.  Convinced to join because of his brother Jacob, Kody 
is excited about the academic benefits and the ability to both to pay off his student 
loans and to give back to his community and country.

19 year old Kassidi will be shipping to 88M school in October and then on to Airborne school. 

She is currently attending the McClennan Community College Registered Nursing program. 
For Kassidi, it was all about experiencing what its like to be a soldier and serving her 

country and community, though she is very grateful for the education benefits to help her 
nursing education, as she hopes to later to be a medical nurse or officer in the guard. She is 
confident that the training and knowledge she a can gain from the Guard can help excel her 
civilian life. 

Naliegh is the youngest of the siblings and is currently a senior at Lorena HS. She 
plans to use the guard to continue her education at Baylor university, and one day become 
a fashion designer. She will be enlisting later this month and following her brothers and 
sisters footsteps into both the Guard, and Baylor University with an ROTC Minuteman 
Scholarship.

According to SFC Sefo Fanene, a recruiter in the Lorena HS area, this is just the type of 
community that the Lorena is. "Lorena HS has many great, intelligent students that really 
want to give back to their country and local community. This is a great example of that."

 From the commander
By

MAJ August T. 

Murray, Ph.d 
Commander, USA 

Recruiting and 

Retention BN

My Vision for FY16

   As we prepare to begin a new fiscal year, I want to 
take a moment to share my vision and discuss the 
elements I believe are vital to our success.

1. Vision.  It is my vision that each unit member is able 
to reach their potential and achieve their missions with 
maximum opportunity for self-development and 
success.  It is also my vision that this unit is the greatest 
standards bearer and incubator of NCO leadership in 
the TXARNG.

2. Achieving this Vision.  In order to reach this vision, 
leaders must set the conditions for unit members to 
thrive in a challenging and rewarding climate.  A 
healthy balance must be maintained between military 
duties, training, readiness, and personal or family time.
We have built flexibility into the missioning to facilitate 
time for training, mentoring, MIL ED and NCOES.
I ask that leaders and subordinates work together to 
build trust, fairness, harmony and respect.

3. Placing the Mission First.  Focus on mission 
achievement and excellence at all levels.
Focus on achieving your assigned missions as quickly 
as possible in the new mission year.  Excellence start at 
100% mission achievement-the most successful go 
beyond the mission.

4. Accountability.  We must be equally committed to 
recognizing success and excellence as we are to 
holding Soldiers accountable.  CSM Dyer and I are 
deeply committed to MIL ED/NCOES attendance, 
promotions and advancement in badge levels.
However, there no tolerance and prompt 
accountability for impropriety; breaches of policy, 
standards, or misconduct.  Safeguard your integrity and 
never breach your position of trust; serve with integrity 
and honor.

5. Command Climate and Assignments.  In January, I'll 
ask all unit members to provide annual feedback on 
the command climate and update your assignment 
preference worksheets.  We will work with leaders in 
February and March to board next year's positions.  We 
will also provide quarterly challenges and additional 
military education incentives throughout the year.

Texas strong spotlightThe Minuteman
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Rudders Rangers Lead 
The Way

REGION 3 - TEAM 9 - The mostly silent, sweltering summer heat of 

early September on campus is suddenly punctuated by the CRACK-

PING of rifle fire.  Then shouting, the THUMP of grenade explosions 

and slowly, a huge cloud of green smoke rises and billows across the 

field. However, this isn’t some movie or a far-flung battlefield though. 

This is the Texas A&M Corps of Cadets ROTC Quad Assault. 

Utilizing simulated grenades, blank rifle ammunition, Humvees with 
mounted crew-served weapons and a cast of dozens of “Rudder’s 
Rangers,” the A&M Quad Assault is an annual tradition dating back 
over 2 decades.  Rudder’s Rangers themselves are named after James 
Earl Rudder, who as a lieutenant colonel was the commander at 
Pointe du Hoc  during the Invasion of Normandy. He also at various 
times served as Texas Land Commissioner, the sixteenth president of 
Texas A&M University and the third president of the Texas A&M 
University System.  

Rudder's Rangers provides advanced training to volunteer Army 
ROTC cadets and prepares them to take part in some of the Army's 
toughest schools, such as Airborne, Air Assault, and eventually 
Ranger School. 

"Quad Assault has always been a great way to teach the importance 
of the decision making process. It shows the new leadership the 
depth of the planning process for any mission or event. After 
everything is concluded, we usually have more confidence in 
ourselves as leaders and are ready to tackle the year. For training 
labs, and field training, we’ve had to ensure all the coordination and 
planning has been done far in advance to ensure we are squared 
away logistically as early as possible. Quad Assault always helps us 
identify what we need to work on as far as communication and 
teamwork."  said Executive Officer and SMP Cadet David Sapre. 
During the planning and execution, support from the Texas Army 
National Guards 1-112th Cavalry is critical, as they provide the 
Humvees, M240 machine guns and dozens of SMP soldiers 
according to Cadet Sapre.

The training is evident in the seemingly flawless execution of the assault. As they 
take their positions on the rooftop, squad leaders check their teams, gear and issue 
last minute instructions. The “go” signal is given and nearby snipers begin laying 
down cover fire. Simultaneously, the squads begin rappelling down the building as 
armored Humvees pull into the AOE and open up with mounted machine guns. 
Once all the Cadets have rallied, they split into teams and begin hurling grenades 
and rifle fire as they advance across the field. In the distance they spy their 
objective: a well defended bunker. The belligerents, now keenly aware that their 
end is near, fight back with Ak-47s, strong language and other light arms, however, 
it is no use. The A&M Cadets advance quickly and aggressively, in standard two by 
two cover formations, destroying any resistance with ruthless efficiency.  As they 
reach the bunker, fighting becomes hand to hand and eventually, the militia’s last 
sporadic resistance ends. 

Once the area is deemed secure, the brave troops of The A&M Corps Of Cadets 
search the area for intel, patch up the wounded and collect the dead. As the smell 
of smoke and cordite fade away with the setting sun, they stand covered in mud, 
dirt and sweat, taking pride in a hard fought victory. These brave young troopers 
know that tomorrow’s battles still await them and Rudder’s Rangers will be ready 
to lead the way.

Members of 1-112th Cav, Texas Army National Guard provided critical mission 
support equipment and personnel.
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Fire Chief Pat Ekiss says in his remarks that some seem to be forgetting about 9-11 as 
time goes by, that some major newspapers had no mention of the tragedy. He laments 
that this should never be allowed to happen, because we owe it to the victims and their 
families, Its our sacred duty to keep the memory alive he tells the crowd. The youngest 
member of his crew was about 5 years old when the 9-11 attacks happened. Too young 
to remember the horror of watching the plane crashing into the second tower, the 
point when most of us realized this wasn't an accident. 

SSG Horton remembers: "I was in AIT when September 11th happened, and it changed 
the whole dynamic of what I was doing there. I spent 42 months overseas because of it 
and it just doesn't make sense that anyone would allow it to be forgotten... I mean, 
those who forget the past are doomed to repeat it, right? "         

Remembering The Fallen

REGION 4 - TEAM 13 - On September 11th, 

2015 the small town of Taylor, Texas paused for 
remembrance of the 2,977 people who lost 
their lives 14 years earlier.  Taylor is a town of 
just over 16,000 when you include outlying 
areas, and in downtown Taylor proper, much of 
the city seems to be frozen in time, the lone 
movie theatre having opened in 1914 and still 
looking very much the same as it did in the 
1960s.

This anachronism makes the Patriot Day 
ceremony all the more poignant. The older, 
hand-me-down trucks of the volunteer fire 
departments decked with bunting, line up with 
the newer ones and the procession begins. 
1960s era buildings on the square next to newer 
ones. Older, seasoned first responders, shoulder 
to shoulder with fresh, younger ones. Along the 
parade route, Americans of every type wave 
their flags and salute as the parade moves 
through downtown to the park for the 
ceremonial tolling of the bell. There is a sense 
solemness to be sure, but also one of of pride. 
One of respect and the kind of patriotism you 
can only feel in small town America.

Parade participant and Texas Army National 
Guard soldier, SSG Leif Horton recruits in this 
community. He sees the patriotism here every 
day and says its not just for holiday displays. 
"This is a good town, good people," he says 
looking around at the crowd after the parade. 
"I'm proud to support them."

Team 13s SSG Horton, pictured center in OCP uniform

Photos by Steve Johnson

Team 13's SSG Leif Horton, (pictured center) marches in Taylor's Patriot Day Parade

First responders and military personnel march in the Annual Patriot Day Parade, September 11th 2015, in 
Taylor TX.
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HHC - The TXARNG 136th RTI has kicked-off the month of September 
with the start of Pre-Warrant Officer Candidate School.  The RTI 
currently has 20 Candidates in the Pre-WOCS course, to include 
some members of the USAR.  The course is designed to provide 
mentoring to warrant officer candidates prior to their attendance to 
the actual WOCS course.  

Preparation for WOCS will be extremely rewarding to those 
prospective candidates, as it covers several aspects of training, 
morale building and mentoring.  This course also introduces the 
candidates to the RTI-WOCS support staff, TAC Officers and course 
instructors.

Team Of The Week 
Program Kicks Off
REGION 4 - TEAM 13 Each week we are proud to join with iHSFAN and 

recognize an area high school football team with the Texas Army National 
Guard Team of the week award.  These positive presentations shine the 
spotlight on one area high school each week and provide an opportunity for 
the Texas Army National Guard to be seen as a valuable asset and contributing 
member of the communities that they operate in. 

According to program manager Rick Epstein, "The school communities are 
thrilled to be recognized and have provided us a warm reception. Both the 
players and coaches alike see the similarities between the Texas Army National 
Guard and their team with regards to teamwork, dedication, and pride in 
community."  

Congratulations Raiders!

SGT. Ellison at Reagan High School to award Coach Carey and the 
Raiders the first ever Team of the Week award.

"Strength in Knowledge"
Texas Warrant Officers have a busy, productive September. 

The following individuals FEDREC in the month of September:
WOC McLaughlin, Kevin (153, AV)
WOC Best, Adam (153D, AV)
WOC Wilson, Juston B. (153D, AV)
WOC Carabajal, Joseph A (153D, AV)m
WOC Clayborn-Dunn, Erikia (420A, AG)
WOC Hoilman, Robert (420A, AG)
WOC Menendez, Jessica (420A, AG)
WOC Perez-Rosa, Luis A. (920B, QM)
WOC Spulick, Phillip (915A, OD)

Photo and Story courtesy of CW2 Devane R. Love
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REGION 3 - TEAM 9 - Texas Army National Guard 

soldier and member of the Texas A&M Corps of 

Cadets, Maison Lozano has a fast, confident way of 

speaking. As we stand on the roof of a parking 

garage overlooking the A&M Quad the sophomore 

from Lumberton, Texas methodically checks his 

gear, cycles the action on the M14 in his hands and 

talks about “Rudder's Rangers,” and what it means 

to be one. 

“We’re named after General Rudder, and its to 
prepare cadets for Ranger School with training in 
platoon size tactics, individual soldiering skills, 
advanced PT and leadership development,” he says 
without looking up from the 7.62 magazine he’s 
loading.  As he works, I observe his attention to 
detail, checking every buckle, every strap. Its the 
kind of habit that saves lives, when you're down 
range.

Leadership Lessons

Congratulations are in order for the following Soldiers for 
their advancements within the Recruiting and Retention 
Battalion: 

Students in the Corps of Cadets learn leadership skills first hand.

Promotions 
& Upgrades 

“Aside from what I’ve learned as far as the Army 
stuff and the actual infantry side, the tactics side, 
its taught me a lot about leadership really.” 

"And how has that changed you, as a student 
and a National Guard soldier?” I ask him.

“The impact these guys have had on us and the 
way that I lead, is that I am starting to learn what 
real leadership is; taking care of your guys, 
making sure they are squared away and doing 
everything that you can to help them succeed 
has just been really, really cool.”

With that he smiles, and as he turns to hand 
some ammunition to his battle buddy asks: “Do 
you remember the steps for immediate action?”

A&M sophomore and Texas Army National 
Guardsman, Maison Lozano. 

Please join MAJ Murray and CSM Dyer in 
congratulating the following RRNCOs for 
achieving their FY15 Annual Assigned Mission:

SPC DANIELLE ROCHA  
SPC MARLON BARRIOS 
SPC AMBER GOINS         
SFC DAWN ROBBINS      
SSG JACE HALBROOK    
SFC TOMMY BROWN     
SSG LATASHA COTTRELL 
SGT RAFAEL MARTINEZ   
SSG SEFO FANENE         
SPC MARIE JOSEPH           
SSG ERIC STRELSKY          
SFC GORDON CRUSE        
SSG JOHN JAMES               
SFC KRISTINA STEFANOS 
SFC REYNALDO NAVA   
SFC ASHLEY JEANES      
SPC PAUL SIMIEN            
SSG TRACY CHRISTOFF     
SFC ERIC MCLEOD         
SFC STEVE CANTU               
SSG JESUS GOMEZ             
SGT ERIC MORENO          
SSG WILLIAM CORCORAN       

SFC RODRIGO NUNEZ
SGT VERONICA LOPEZ        
SFC MARCELLOUS WILLIAMS
SGT JOSHUA RAGAN
SFC BROCK BLANTON
SPC ROBERT ERISMAN
SGT LUIS SANDOVAL
SFC KATHRYN ADAMS
SFC JIMMY CUELLO
SGT JOSE ACOSTA
SSG CHRISTINE SPREEN
SPC BRITTANY WASHINGTON
SPC ELIZABETH SCHOELWER
SSG MICHAEL FINE
SFC ADAM MARTINEZ
SGT AMBER MINNICK
SFC GORDON GENTRY JR.
SFC LEE HERNANDEZ
SSG ANTONIO PEREZ
SSG LUIS SEPULVEDA
SSG JAMES RODRIGUEZ
SFC CARLOS ORTIZ
SFC THOMAS GARDENER

Recruiting Badge Upgrades

SGT Justin Grandmont - Senior 
SGT Nicole Frasier - Senior    
SSG William Corcoran- Expert     
SFC Michael Fine - Expert       
SGT Valerie Leamon- Senior  
SSG Jose Acosta - Senior 

SFC Francisco Torres - Expert 
SSG Luis Sepulveda - Expert 
Veronica Lopez - Senior

The Minuteman



R&R /BSM
retention  
POCs
Commander 
MAJ August T. Murray (512) 782-1383

Executive Officer
MAJ Jim Carney
(512) 782-5404

Command Sergeant Major CSM Kristopher Dyer 
(512) 782-5163

BSM SGM
SGM Richard Grantham 
(512) 914-4889

72nd IBCT 
SSG Jimmy Smith
(936) 208-3438

56th IBCT 
SSG William Corcoran 
(512) 538-4841

36th CAB 
SFC Richard Amundson
(512) 923-6220

71st BFSB
SSG Bryan Calhoun
(210) 787-9127

176 th EN
SFC Craig McCarty
(512) 565-8849

DOMOPS (JTF-71/136 MEB) 
SFC Tommy Brown
(512) 925-9109

36th SUS
SFC Chaz Patterson
(254) 424-1039

TRP CMD / JFHQ / R&R / 36ID 
SFC James Banks
(512) 964-1361

"If everyone's thinking alike, someone isn't thinking" - George Patton

TXARNG RECRUITS 
SET HIGH  STANDARDS 
Once again Texas Army National 
Guard Recruits Show 'em How Its 
Done. 

REGION 4 - TEAM 13 - On September 23rd, Private 

Second Class Rmonni Neal was recognized by the 
CASCOM, DCG-ARNG, Brigadier General Cannon 
and received a coin
on behalf of CSM Conley. PV2 Rmonni was the 
Honor Graduate for the 92G10, Food Service 
Specialist, Advanced Individual Training Course 
which graduated from the Joint Culinary Center of 
Excellence, Fort Lee, VA.
  "PV2 Neal's  performance is a reflection of the 
outstanding Citizen Soldiers we have serving 
throughout this great nation," said Sergeant Major 
Tammy Snyder.

Honor Graduate PV2 Rmonni Neal
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