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How ’Merry Christmas’ and ‘Happy Holidays’ reflect US
military values By Chaplain (Maj.) Jordan Henricks
The seasonal greeting “Merry Christmas” is made possible by
the reality captured in the greeting “Happy Holidays.”

This duality underscores a uniquely American commitment to
the freedom of religious expression enshrined in the First
Amendment to the Constitution. It is a reminder of the
delicate balance between our secular status as a nation-state

— | and the religious freedom that typifies our legal and cultural

framework.

In the United States, the First Amendment protects both the
free exercise of religion and guards against government
establishment of religion. These twin protections ensure that
citizens can freely express their beliefs — or choose not to —
without fear of coercion or marginalization.

This commitment is not merely theoretical; it is the

NORAD Santa tracker started in the

Cold War. Now it’s a holiday staple

How ‘Merry Christmas’ and ‘Happy
Holidays’ reflect US military values

Tabasco's new buddy: Pentagon
urged to add creatine to MREs
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(Information Sheet Download Link)

foundation of the Department of Defense’s approach
to religious accommodation within the armed forces...

Read the full article here: How ‘Merry Christmas’ and
‘Ha Holidays’ reflect US military values
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HONORS ATTORNEY PROGRAM INDUSTRIAL ENGINEER
DRIVERS [MECHANICS/DELIVERY/ACCOUNTING
FINANCE/HUMAN RESOURCESTECHNICIANS
REMOTE OPPORTUNITIES | TECHNICIANS
INFO TECHNOLOGY/INSPECTION SERVICE
SORTING & HANDLING/SUPPORT STAFF/SALES

MAIL ASSISTANT
RURAL CARRIER ASSOCIATE/LOGISTICS
VETERAN PREFERENCE

AND MORE!!

REGISTER HERE!

VIRT!;IAL EMPLOYER RESOURCE EVE

/ ENTRY TIME: 10:45AM (MST) IS

 STARTTIME: 11:00AM (MST) 28
]
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2025

Peraton &8

Advancing Your Mission

**OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC!! **

WORLDWIDE CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN:
ENTRY LEVEL,
MANAGEMENT/EXECUTIVE , SENIOR. SUPERVISORY POSITIONS/EXECUTIVE

SERVICE SPECIALISTS
AND MORE!!

REGISTER HERE!!!

VIRTUAL EMPLOYER SHOWEASE EVENT!

ENTRY TIME: 12:45 PM [MST)

START TIME: 1:00 PM (MST)
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The Internal Communications Team needs your feedback. Please let us know what you

would like to see. We can be reached at: n

Ax.txarng.list.ols-info@army.mil
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https://tmd.texas.gov/Data/Sites/1/media/border-mission/ols-rally-point/fy24/tuition-assistance.docx
https://tmd.texas.gov/Data/Sites/1/media/border-mission/ols-rally-point/fy24/tuition-assistance.docx
https://www.militarytimes.com/off-duty/military-culture/2024/12/24/norad-santa-tracker-started-in-the-cold-war-now-its-a-holiday-staple/
https://www.militarytimes.com/off-duty/military-culture/2024/12/24/norad-santa-tracker-started-in-the-cold-war-now-its-a-holiday-staple/
https://www.militarytimes.com/opinion/2024/12/23/how-merry-christmas-and-happy-holidays-reflect-us-military-values/
https://www.militarytimes.com/opinion/2024/12/23/how-merry-christmas-and-happy-holidays-reflect-us-military-values/
https://www.militarytimes.com/opinion/2024/12/23/how-merry-christmas-and-happy-holidays-reflect-us-military-values/
https://www.militarytimes.com/opinion/2024/12/23/how-merry-christmas-and-happy-holidays-reflect-us-military-values/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2024/07/11/meal-ready-to-bulk-pentagon-urged-to-add-creatine-to-mres/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2024/07/11/meal-ready-to-bulk-pentagon-urged-to-add-creatine-to-mres/

S LONE STAR PULSE

K !.:
ey ot.\_‘-) Tricare

26 December 2024

T R1 C A R E°

WHO: All Tricare Beneficiaries that live in Texas Home | TRICARE

WHAT: January 1st 2025, Texas, lllinois, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and
Wisconsin will transition from TRICARE East to TRICARE West.

To ensure you receive the most up to date and current information and prevent lapses in
your current TRICARE coverage:

1. Log in to ID Card Office Online (osd.mil) to update your Profile and update Dependent
Profiles.
ID Card Office Online

ID Card Office Common Access Family ID Cards My Profile
Locator & Card View Sponsor/Family ID Card Update Contact Information
Appointments Update Emall Address Nominate Family Member Update GAL Information
Find a RAPIDS ID Card Office .
Add Joint Data Model Applet Request Family Member ID Card Opt-in TSA PreCheck
Make an Appointment A Aca " + Cortifics (DoD Civilians Only)
v ppol Extend Academy Student Certificate Online USID Card Renewal
More Inf
More Ir Print Family List
For CAC IssuanceRenewal select -
1D Card Office Locator & Appointments
CONTINUE CONTINUE CONTINUE CONTINUE

DS Logon — DMDC

2. Log into the Beneficiary Web Enroliment (BWE) milConnect - BWE (osd.mil) to ensure
healthcare coverage is correct.

milConnect - FAQ Find a TRICARE Plan | TRICARE

3. Starting in early November you should create an account on the TriWest patient
portal.

4. To ensure you can make your payments to TriWest (if applicable), update your
payment information (Note: If you pay by allotment, you do not need to do this. Allotment
payments will transfer automatically).

5. Search for providers in the new TriWest provider network directory on the patient
portal.



https://tricare.mil/
https://idco.dmdc.osd.mil/idco/
https://myaccess.dmdc.osd.mil/identitymanagement/app/login
https://myaccess.dmdc.osd.mil/identitymanagement/app/login
https://tricare.mil/plans
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PECEMBER 27, 2024
6:00 PM -10:00 PM
8804 S Desert Blv., Anthony, TX, 79821

Venue: Wet N' Wild Waterworld
Admission: $18 - $33
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Need Money %
for College?

Plan for the 2025 Spring Semester!
ABOUT US

Spring Application EEg%E
opens 01 Nov 2024 355548 State Tuition Assistance (STA) i an education benefitfor
clr:lses 03 Jan 2025 B o @ Texas Service Members (TXARNG, TXANG, TXSG), funded znd Hnnual

by Texas for Texans. We believe in the power of education

to transform lives and aim to support resourceful minds I
Mtps://tmd texas gow/state-tuition-assistance-pregram committed to making a positive impact through learning. suN Bow
WHY STATE TUITION ASSISTANCE?
= . ELIGIBILITY
* Awards up to $10,000 per semester for Fall & Spring. \

* Active member in good s ing
* Tuition paid up front SG
*+ Covers 10 semesters or five years. A (E1-E9), Dec. 30-31 ‘ El Paso, TX
& )

« Provides up to 12 semester hours of tuition and €rs ((":05),
mandatory fees. t

+ For use exclusively a1 Texas colleges and universities : " ‘ 1 Play Rocket League M, make friends

- A ) : with other education grants, .+ 8 > ) and watch the

A BAORG b g, | Tony the Tiger Sun Bowl:#:! \N
professional d hokeal \ 2

0 ARE YOU GAME?
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\\\\ OPERATIONS@GOLDSTARGAMERS.ORG , " | //‘
N GOLDSTARGAMERS.ORG -
Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed 7 dav forecast in
your area
61° 45° 66° 42° 66° 37° 68° 41° 71° 38 64° 36 61° 36
i OLS Rally Point
. Date . Date
Period Days Paid Period Days Paid
29 NOV - 29 DEC
30 OCT - 28 NOV 24 30 5-6 Dec 24 31 6-7 Jan
1 NOV - 30 NOV 24 30 1 DEC - 31 DEC 24 31



https://tmd.texas.gov/ols-rally-point
https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/forecast/in-McAllen,TX?loc=eyJsIjoiTWNBbGxlbiIsInIiOiJUWCIsInIyIjoiSGlkYWxnbyBDb3VudHkiLCJjIjoiVW5pdGVkIFN0YXRlcyIsImkiOiJVUyIsInQiOjEwMiwiZyI6ImVuLXVzIiwieCI6Ii05OC4yMzU3IiwieSI6IjI2LjE5NjcifQ%3D%3D&ocid=ansmsnweather&weadegreetype=F
https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/forecast/in-McAllen,TX?loc=eyJsIjoiTWNBbGxlbiIsInIiOiJUWCIsInIyIjoiSGlkYWxnbyBDb3VudHkiLCJjIjoiVW5pdGVkIFN0YXRlcyIsImkiOiJVUyIsInQiOjEwMiwiZyI6ImVuLXVzIiwieCI6Ii05OC4yMzU3IiwieSI6IjI2LjE5NjcifQ%3D%3D&ocid=ansmsnweather&weadegreetype=F
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